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July 29, 2005
Contact: Bob Brown, senior fellow, UM O ’Connor Center for the Rocky Mountain West,
(406) 243-7700.
UM SEMINAR TO ADDRESS STATE CONSTITUTION
MISSOULA —
An upcoming seminar at The University of Montana will discuss the educational
provisions of the state’s constitution.
“Montana Constitution: Progressive Spirit o f the Rocky Mountain W est” will be held
from 10 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Friday, Aug. 12, in University Center rooms 330-332. The event
was organized by the O ’Connor Center for the Rocky Mountain West, U M ’s regional studies
and public policy center.
Registration costs $10, and attendees can earn five Continuing Legal Education credits
or five Office of Public Instruction renewal units. Seating is limited, so participants are
encouraged to register by Aug. 8, if possible. Register by calling (406) 243-7700 or e-mailing
thompson@crm w .org.
Following is a schedule of seminar events:
10 to 10:10 a.m . -- welcoming remarks and introductions by Bob Brown, Center for
the Rocky Mountain West senior fellow.
10:10 to 11:50 a.m . —presentations by Mae Nan Ellingson, Marshall Murray and Dan
Harrington, three participants at Montana’s 1972 Constitutional Convention. Their remarks
will be followed by question and answer sessions. They will address the dynamics of the 1972
convention, a general overview of the “Con C on,” the philosophy and spirit of the 1972
convention, key characteristics of the constitution and why the document turned out the way it
did. They will share their insights on provisions pertaining to education.
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Noon to 1:15 p.m. — buffet luncheon with keynote speaker Jim Molloy, the attorney
for the plaintiffs in “Columbia Falls Elementary School District No. 6 et al. vs. State of
M ontana.” He will address the reasons for the lawsuit, the key issues disputed and what the
court decided and why.
1:30 to 3:30 p.m. — a panel discussion with Rep. Monica Lindeen, Sen. Bob Story,
Kirk Miller of the Board of Public Education and Madalyn Quinlan of the Office of Public
Instruction. They will focus on the issues and concepts necessary to implement the recent
school funding decision by the Montana Supreme Court. The Quality Schools Interim
Committee is now making recommendations for a special session of the Legislature scheduled
for December. What are the key issues? What are the proposed solutions? What has been
worked out?
Two related seminars on the education provisions of the state constitution will be
offered in October and January, and seminars addressing the environmental provisions are
slated for next year.
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